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Book Reviews

Buehner, Caralyn. Fanny's Dream. illustrated by
Mark Buehner. Dial, 1996. ISBN 0-80371496-3 (Trade) 0-8037-1497-1 (Library).
$15.99. Unpaginated.

* Pre-3 PB Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen
Asher, Sandy, editor. But That's Another Story.
Walker, 1996. ISBN 0-8027-8424-0. $16.95.
166 pp.
A

3-6

FI

Reviewed by Camella Talbot

This chapter book is actually a collection of
many short pieces of fiction. Eleven separate
fiction genres are introduced by Asher and then
followed by a short story specific to that genre
and written by a notable children's literature
author. Following every story is an interview
with the previous author, complete with
discussion of the ways they fmd ideas, what
they like about the particular genre, and other
titles into which readers might want to look. The
stories themselves range from contemporary
realism to folktales, from humor to horror.
Finally, Asher ends the book with a brief
discussion on the value of different varieties of
books and a list of other genres not specifically
included in this collection.
This collection is sure to have something for
everyone. It is a great way to fmd the specific
interests of more reluctant readers and then point
them to other titles that they might enjoy. In
addition, it may spark the interest of readers
who thought they didn't like to read books of
certain genres. Historical fiction or fantasy, that
may have once seemed inaccessible, become
interesting through these small kernels of stories.
But That's Another Story shows the advantage of
being surrounded by so many different writing
styles and gives value to them all. The
interviews with authors are especially
enlightening; every author has a different
perspective on writing, but they are all valuable.
Asher has included a wide variety of interesting
and entertaining stories. As for the genres not
included, but equally interesting . . . well . . .
that's another story.

••••
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Fanny Agnes, a sturdy farm girl, dreams of
marrying a prince. On the night of the mayor's
ball, Fanny dresses in her best calico and waits
for her fairy godmother. Fanny is surprised by,
not a fairy godmother, but Heber Jensen, a
farmer who needs a wife. Despite the moonlight,
it takes Fanny nearly an hour to give up her
dreams and agree to marry Heber. Fanny and
Heber work and play together. They become the
parents of three children. Then, one night when
Fanny goes out to pick a melon, she is surprised
by her fairy godmother. After an apology for her
tardiness, the fairy godmother offers to send
Fanny to the mayor's ball and "fix everything."
Fanny takes a look at her husband and children
then decides against the offer. Heber has become
Fanny's prince.
Illustrations were prepared by using oil
paints over acrylics. The details in the
illustrations draw the reader into the story. For
example, as Fanny waits in the garden for her
fairy godmother, clouds in the shapes of her
fantasies dance in the sky. Fanny's broad nose
and warm smile endear the reader. The details in
the story line are witty and clever. The text and
illustration combination is outstanding. The
message of dreaming, yet being content, is
strong and has value for readers. The book is a
winner!

••••
Carey, Peter. The Big Bazoohley. illustrated by
Abira, Ali. Henry Holt, 1995. ISBN 0-80503855-8. $14.95. 133 pp.
A

3-7

FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Sam Kellow's father is a gambler and is
always hoping for the Big Win, the Jackpot, or
the Big Bazoohley. On a snowy Toronto night,
Sam and his family arrive at the very expensive
($453 a night) King Redward Hotel. Vanessa
Kellow, Sam's mother hopes to sell one of her
famous miniature paintings to a Mr. Edward St.
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John de Vere. When his mother can't fmd Mr.
de Vere, Sam knows that HE must fmd the Big
Bazoohley! Also staying in the hotel are children
who are fmalists in the Perfecto Shampoo Kiddo
Competition and their parents. The Perfecto
Kiddo Prize is ten thousand dollars!
The unusual title of this book will catch
readers' attention. The plot is intriguing, the
characters are interesting, and the dialogue is
engaging. Ali's illustrations give just enough
interpretation to the characters and their
surroundings.

••••
Conrad, Pam. Zoe Rising. HarperCollins, 1996.
ISBN (Trade) 0-06-027217-1 (Library) 0-06027218-X. $18.89. 131 pp.
A

4+

FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Zoe, who is away at Summer camp, travels
to a different time period. In a series of visits
she successfully protects her mother, who is a
child at the time, from an abuser. Zoe's actions
change the present. Zoe's mother appears more
emotionally stable and interested in having a
place in Zoe's life.
Conrad's ability to create conflict in the
story line and urgency for its resolution is
outstanding. It is difficult to put the book down
when Zoe's visits are inhibited and her mother
has encountered a man the reader knows is
trouble. The potentially sensitive scene with
Zoe's mother and her attacker is intense but
tastefully written, as to be appropriate for
children. While the problem of dealing with
extreme childhood trauma, in reality, does
impact adults and their parenting skills, the idea
of a child "fixing" emotions from past traumas
. is simplistic. All in all, however, the book is
excellent. Those readers who enjoyed
Stonewords: A Ghost Story will defmitely
delight in the sequel.

••••

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss2/3

Darling, Kathy. Arctic Babies. Photographs by
Tara Darling. Walker, 1996. ISBN 0-80278413-5. $16.85. 32 pp.
C

Pre-3

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

Arctic Babies includes photographs and text
describing the young of twelve animals who live
in the Arctic regions. The animals described in
the book are the lynx, moose, owl, porcupine,
squirrel, tiger, falcon, fox, reindeer, wolf, polar
bear, seal, walrus, and whale. The entry for each
animal contains at least two color photographs
of the baby animal, a symbol representing the
Arctic region it inhabits (ice cap, tundra, or
taiga), and a box containing factual information
and text. The first page contains a map of the
Arctic with each region highlighted in a different
color, but the regions are not described until the
last page of the book in a section called "About
the Arctic." There is a note on the first page
which refers the reader to this section.
The best parts of this book are the
photographs. They are clear, colorful, and
adorable. Unfortunately, the text is not as clear.
The type of information given about each animal
is inconsistent from entry to entry and is
sometimes confusing. For example, the fact
boxes for seven of the twelve animals give the
amount of time the parent feeds and protects the
baby. The other five entries leave out this
information. The text for the owl does not
mention the babies of the species except to point
out the chick's facial expression in the
photograph. In the entry on the moose, the text
states that the mother protects the baby for two
years while the text box on the same page says
the mother protects the baby for one year. The
entry on the polar bear has a sentence that reads
"It takes years of training for polar bears to
become polar bears." Some phrases do not seem
to be well thought out. Realistically, most people
probably won't notice these details and will just
enjoy the photographs. They are enjoyable.

••••

2
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Edwards, Richard. The Forest Child. lllustrated
by Peter Malone. Orchard, 1995. ISBN 0531-09463-4. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A

1-4

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

A child once lived in the forest, raised by
the animals who taught her to run, fmd food,
and swim. One day a boy sees her, and after
that, comes every day until she is no longer
afraid. But a wicked hunter captures the child,
taking her to his house and locking her in. The
boy, fearing for her safety, runs to the forest and
brings the animals back to rescue her. They
chase the hunter into a pond of mud where he
sinks from sight. Then the children spend their
days playing in the forest and their nights
sleeping all together with their animal friends
"in a jumbled heap, under a million stars."
This story is written in a clear, sparse style.
The illustrations match the text with straight
lines and unadorned figures. The book has a
dark quality in text and color, with grayed
browns and greens being Malone's chief palette.
It is an unusual book, worth a look or maybe
more.

••••
Fleischman, Paul. A Fate Totally Worse than
Death. Candlewick Press, 1995. ISBN 056402-627-2. $15.95. 124 pp.
B

5+

FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Shocking though it may be, Paul Fleischman
appears to be joining the growing ranks of
horror fiction writers. His previous titles indicate
that he has written books that are a little off the
norm at times. This one is way out in left
field-nearly out as far as Stephen King. The
story revolves around a snotty, self-centered, but
beautiful teenage girl, who thinks that she is too
good for the rest of the world and that everyone
she meets ought to be paying her homage. The
local school district demands an hour of
community service each week, to "provide
much-needed aid, increase student sensitivity,
and build bridges between youth and the
community." Everyone but Danielle and her
friends takes the assignment in stride. Danielle
sees it as an opportunity to eat the candy of the

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

paralyzed woman she visits. She also locks the
door and changes the TV to a rock video station,
even though she knows the woman would prefer
watching a public television show.
To make things worse, Danielle and her
friends soon plot the death of another beautiful,
but new student, who is threatening to spellbind
the boys at school. Danielle becomes the
equivalent of a mob boss. Goosebumps move
over-if Fleischman is serious in his try to
become the kid's horror king, and if this book is
any indication of what he is capable of
producing, he is going to clobber R. L. Stine.
Horror novels are not my personal reading
choice. However, for those with a penchant for
goosebumps and never-ending shivers, A Fate
Totally Worse than Death will produce both.
The novel's ending is an appropriate ending to
Danielle's career of terror, but not exactly the
way one would relish leaving this world. In any
case, this novel promises to terrify.

••••
Fleishman, Sid. The 13th Floor. lllustrated by
Peter Sis. Greenwillow, 1995. ISBN 0-68814216-8. $15.00. 134 pp .
A-

4-6

FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

When he follows his sister Liz to the 13th
floor of an abandoned building, Buddy opens the
elevator door and fmds himself aboard a
seventeenth-century
pirate
ship.
Buddy
recognizes the captain of the ship as a distant
family relative. His sea adventures land him in
Boston, where he fmally fmds Liz who is trying
to defend another family relative from the
charge of witchcraft. Buddy and Liz follow the
captain in his quest to recapture his ship and
treasure because they know it is the way back to
the present. Upon their return, Liz writes an
excuse note for Buddy, giving the reason for
being absent as "visiting relatives."
The 13th Floor is light reading filled with
adventure and humor. Fleishman's research
reveals that the age of witchcraft coincides with
the age of piracy. This information helps the
reader understand why the time travel covers
both a pirating and witchcraft plot. Both topics
are high interest for the written grade level. The

3
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topics and action make the book an ideal choice
for a reluctant reader.

••••
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Running Out of
Time. Simon & Schuster, 1995. ISBN 0-68980084-3. $15.00. 184 pp.
A

3-6

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

FI

When children become ill with diphtheria in
her 1840's village of Clifton, Indiana, Jessie's
mother, who is also the town's midwife, sends
Jessie on an errand beyond the town's borders.
She is sent to secure a special medicine-from
Indiana in 1996!
As a Clifton child, Jessie and the other
children have always been led to believe that
they live in an 1800's village. Unbeknownst to
them, they are actually living in an authentic
historical village to which tourists flock, but are
never seen by the inhabitants. When the
authenticity of the times precludes the
medication that she has been promised, Jessie's
mother devises a plan to send Jessie beyond
Clifton to call attention to a dangerous and
deadly situation.
As Jessie escapes her "historical preserve,"
she must immediately grapple with modem
situations to which she is not accustomed and
with the preserve's owners who are intent on
silencing her-forever. Definitely a thriller!

••••
Hafner, Marylin. Mommies Don't Get Sick!
Illustrated by Marilyn Hafner. Candlewick
Press, 1995. ISBN 1-56402-287-0. $14.95.
Unpaginated.
B+

Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Abby looks forward to Saturday, because
Mommy and Daddy are home, there is no
school, and Mommy makes pancakes for
breakfast. But one day, Mommy is sick, and
while Daddy goes to the store, Abby stays home
to take care of baby David and help Mommy.
Abby tries valiantly, but everything goes wrong.
When Daddy comes home, all is made well,

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss2/3

Mommy feels better, and Abby has really
helped.
This is a nice tum on the "children in the
kitchen" theme. It is drawn in cartoon style, with
picture panels and dialogue bubbles as well as
regular textual narration. The dog and cat have
a lot to say about what is happening with Abby's
efforts, and the house gets rapidly demolished as
they all try to help. Daddy takes the hero's way
and says merely, "Never mind. We'll all help
together." (Score a BIG one for Daddy!) Slowly
things are put to rights, and Mommy comes
down for soup and sandwiches. Altogether, a
gratifying little story.

••••
Hahn, Mary Downing. The Gentleman Outlaw
and Me-Eli: A Story of the Old West.
Clarion, 1996. ISBN 0-395-73083-X.
$14.95. 212 pp.
B

4-8

FI

Reviewed by Leah Hanson

Eliza Yates cannot take it any more. Her
mean aunt, uncle, and cousins have treated her
as a servant ever since her mother died, and she
has fmally had enough. She decides that she will
run away to Colorado in search of her father,
who left seven years ago in search of gold. To
make traveling safer, Eliza switches her
petticoats for overalls, chops off her braids, and
becomes Elijah Bates. Along the way, she meets
up with high-talking-fancy-pants Calvin
Featherbone, "The Gentleman Outlaw," who
soon becomes her traveling companion. She
discovers that he too is going to Colorado;
however, he is in search of his father's murderer.
Their escapades along their way to Colorado are
exciting and adventurous as Calvin bumbles
through his "outlaw" ways, and Eliza cleverly
bails him out, time after time. As they near their
destination, Eliza realizes that she and Calvin
are in search of the same man. Additionally, the
two youngsters themselves have an angry outlaw
on their tail. The novel's conclusion successfully
searches out the truth, saves the youngsters, and
teaches Eliza some important lessons about life.
Eliza is a strong female character who
proves that even in the Wild West, girls can be
active, daring, and quite clever. However,
despite Eliza's deserved admiration, readers may
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tire of her devotion to Calvin as he lies, cheats,
and steals his way to Colorado. Until the last
few pages of the novel, readers may fmd it hard
to believe that there is any redeeming quality in
"The Gentleman Outlaw" that is worthy of
Eliza's devotion, for he is rarely kind or
thoughtful towards her. Additionally, the ending
ties up all the loose ends so quickly that young
readers may be led to think that lying, cheating,
and stealing can easily be rectified. On the other
hand, this novel points out the need to believe in
other people and look for their best qualities.
Indeed, Eliza's faith in Calvin helps him to
discard his future as an outlaw and instead,
search for a career that will put his intelligence
and vocabulary to use. This story of the old west
is a dependable quick-read for younger readers.

••••
Harris, Robie H. Happy Birth Day! lllustrated
by Michael Emberley. Candlewick Press,
1996. ISBN 1-56402-424-5. $16.99.
Unpaginated.

* Pre-3 FI PB Reviewed by Rita Christensen
Harris, an experienced author on the subject
of sexuality, takes readers through the very first
day a baby is born. The story is realistic and
informative, yet can be understood by children.
Birth facts are accompanied by a parent's loving
feelings of the event. Soft illustrations are
rendered in pastels and pencil. The true-to-life
portrayal of the baby and mother are not
offensive.
Every young child is interested in the day he
or she entered the world. This sensitive book is
the perfect way to satisfy a child's curiosity
about their most memorable and momentous
day-their birth day .

the death of his grandfather and discovers a
mysterious door in the attic leading to the
Memory of half a century ago. When his
abusive, drunk father attacks and kills his
mother, Jack's first thought is to escape through
the door. He manages to fit into the town as it
was in the early 1940's despite a few amusing
scrapes-(like attempting to buy a comic book
with 1990's money)-and decides to grow up in
the past and attempt to prevent his mother's
murder. He befriends a boy and girl, Scud and
Andie, who are about his age. In an interesting
twist, Scud turns out to be Jack's grandfather,
and his rival for the love of Andie. Jack and
Scud enlist after Pearl Harbor and are sent into
a bitter battle in the South Pacific where Jack is
left for dead. In fact, he wanders in the jungle
for months and emerges an amnesiac. He
survives under heavy sedation for years in a
government hospital, and through a series of
fate-laden events does return to Memory, too
late to save his mother.
This book explores a more serious side of
the same genre as the Back to the Future
movies, and as such, will appeal to the teenage
reader. Purporting to be the publication of a set
of diaries and letters the author found in his
father's attic in 1991, the narrative jumps back
and forth in time. This may be somewhat
confusing, but is not an insurmountable problem.
The reviewer's 11-year old daughter understood
what was going on and enjoyed the book.
Stylistically, the language supposed to be written
by a fairly average teenage boy seems too
refmed; however, a little willing suspension of
disbelief will allow the reader to enjoy this
intriguing story.

••••

••••
Hautman, Pete. Mr. Was. Simon & Schuster,
1996. ISBN 0-689-81068-7. $16.00. 216
pp.
A-

7-12

FI Reviewed by Robert L. Maxwell

Teen-age Jack Lund travels with his parents
to his mother's home in Memory, Wisconsin, at

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996
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frightening, dangerous ways, and he has
adventures about which he can't tell his parents.
It takes great courage and tenacity to solve the
problems of his new life, but with the help of
his dog and a strange old man who visits the
Seed Farm, Tepary fmds a way to resolve his
immediate difficulties and the patience to wait
for whatever will come next.
This book is intriguing and absorbing.
Hobbs has always done excellent research for
his books, and this is no exception. The setting
of the cliff dwellings, the farm, and the family
are convincing and compelling. The magic of
the flute is woven into ancient legends of the
people living in the Southwest so long ago and,
as Tep's mother often says, "There are more
things in heaven and on earth than we know
about." The story will easily take readers in as
it winds around them like the tendrils of the
squash plants so lovingly tended on the seed
farm. Indeed, Kokopelli 's Flute will take readers
to territory undisturbed for a millennium or so .

••••
Houk, Randy. Wolves in Yellowstone. lllustrated
by Randy Houk. The Benefactory, 1995.
ISBN 1-882728-25-4. $24.95. 32 pp.

© 1995 Patricia Mulvihill

Hobbs, Will. Kokopelli's Flute. Atheneum, 1995.
ISBN 0-689-31974-6. $15.00. 148 pp.
A+

3-8

F1

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Tepary Jones lives with his parents in the
canyons of the Southwest, where his mother is
an archaeologist and his father raises plants on
a "dry farm" (a farm with no irrigation) for the
seeds. Tep and his dog Dusty work on the Seed
Farm and roam freely through the beautiful red
rock country. Their favorite haunt is the Picture
House, a cliff dwelling abandoned by the
Ancient Ones over a thousand years ago. But pot
hunters fmd the Picture House and disturb the
grave of a medicine man, taking his medicine
bundle and several valuable pots. After they
have left, Tep fmds a small bone flute left
behind. He knows he shouldn't keep it, but he
does. He feels he shouldn't blow it, but can't
seem to help himself. The flute makes a sound
as pure as running water and wind in the trees,
and suddenly Tep fmds his life is changed in

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss2/3

A

2+

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

This timely book outlines in rhymed story
form the history of wolves in Yellowstone and
the recent events that lead up to reinstatement of
the wolves. It continues by telling the story of
one black wolf and her yearling pup who were
brought to the park. They and the rest of the
pack were kept penned up for fear they would
return to the North. A large, gray male wolf was
brought to join them and became fast friends
with the black wolf. After several weeks they
were freed from the pen. Initially, the wolves
were hesitant to leave. They eventually left on a
snowy day in winter. The black and gray wolves
were spotted again early that spring, but tragedy
struck a short time later. The gray's collar was
found on the ground but the wolf had
disappeared. The black wolf was found raising
her new pups alone. Rangers felt that the pups
were in danger from the mountain lions and put
them and their mother back in the pen until they

6
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grew older. The story ends on a note of hope for
the wolves.
The Yellowstone wolves have been a topic
of great debate in the last few years. This book
does a good job explaining the issues in simple
terms, even though its bias is obviously in favor
of the wolves returning to the park. The
illustrations are beautifully and realistically
drawn in colored pencils. The last page includes
a small glossary, a note stating that the hunter
who shot the gray wolf has been arrested, and
t:lte mission statement of the Humane Society of
the United States. This book could be well
utilized in classrooms, homes, and libraries to
educate children about this current event.

••••
Ingman, Bruce. When Martha's Away. illustrated
by Bruce Ingman. Houghton Mifflin, 1995.
ISBN 0-395-72360-4. $14.95. 32 pp.
A Pre-3 FI PB Reviewed by Rita Christensen

Lionel lifts weights, cooks meals, paints
portraits, and even gives piano recitalsimpressive pursuits for a cat. It is surprising to
learn what other activities Lionel undertakes
when his owner, Martha, leaves him home alone.
Ingman's whimsical illustrations are rendered
in bright opaque colors enhanced with ink lines.
The images are spare and simple, yet
sophisticated. A bold, well-spaced type is helpful
during story-time.
Animals engaged in human-like mischief is
not a particularly novel idea; however, Ingman's
story is clever and his feline is a sportive
character that children will enjoy.

••••
Jakob, Donna. My New Sandbox. illustrated by
Julia Gorton. Hyperion, 1996. ISBN 0-78682144-2. $13.95. 30 pp.
A

FI

PB

Reviewed by Rita Christensen

A little boy's new sandbox attracts
visitors-a bug, bird, dog, and sister. He orders
them all out of his new play area, soon fmds
himself lonely, and asks his playmates to come
back and romp with him in the sand.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

©1996 Julia Gorton

Jakob's text is playfully repetitious, which
preschoolers and beginning readers will fmd
amusing. Creative use of type-holding,
enlarging, and varying typefaces-enhances the
storyline. Perspective is used imaginatively in
Gorton's geometric illustrations, using airbrushed
acrylic on paper. Bird's-eye view and close-ups
are used to give the reader a sense of a child's
surrounding.
This is a likeable book about acceptance and
sharing, using a backyard and its sandbox as a
metaphor for the world and all that is in it
without being unctuous. A good purchase for
preschool storytimes and the public library's
picture book section.

••••

7
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King-Smith, Dick. Mr. Potter's Pet. lllustrated
by Mark Teague. Hyperion, 1996. ISBN 07868-0174-3
(Trade)
0-7868-2146-9
(Library). $13.95. Unpaginated.
B

1-4

FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

Mr. Potter's reserved life is enriched when
he buys a boisterous mynah bird. Mr. Potter has
always longed for a pet. When his parents die,
Mr. Potter decides that now is the time. His
talkative bird, Everet, aids in reuniting Mr.
Potter with his childhood sweetheart, Peggy. In
return, Peggy fmds a sweetheart for Everet.
The book has large print and is easy to read;
a perfect choice for a beginning or delayed
reader. The well-written first page intrigues the
reader with, "Mr. Potter had a problem."
Throughout the page, tension mounts until
finally, " ... and I doubt you would ever guess
what it was. So, I'll tell you." The expressive
ink illustrations add to the story. Again, KingSmith succeeds in giving character and human
characteristics to an animal. Everet is a one of a
kind.
The only concern some readers might have
with the book is the attitude Mr. Potter has
concerning his parents. His poor relationship
with his controlling parents is resolved "thanks
to the canned crab" (food poisoning). He seems
to avoid the normal grieving process but rather
is relieved at his new freedom. His parents are
quickly replaced by a pet. This may offend some
readers.

••••
Lewin, Betsy. Walk a Green Path. lllustrated by
Betsy Lewin. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard,
1995. ISBN 0-668-13425-4. $15.00. 30 pp.
A

4+

PT

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

This book contains fourteen short poems,
each accompanied by a beautiful watercolor
painting. The paintings portray scenes from
nature and have an impressionistic flavor. The
author has also included a brief explanation of
each poem and painting combination.
Lewin successfully creates scenes with
words and images that transport the reader to
lovely places as far away as the Brazilian rain

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss2/3

forest and as close as the backyard. Each
illustration helps the reader visualize the words
written in the poem. Conversely, each poem
suggests a different way of viewing the painting
by making the mind of the reader see more than
what is painted. The combination of painting
and poem is very effective. Nature lovers of any
age will enjoy this book.

••••
Long, Matthew and Thomas Long. Any Bear
Can Wear Glasses: The Spectacled Bear &
Other Curious Creatures. lllustrated by
Sylvia Long. Chronicle, 1995. ISBN 0-81180809-2. $14.95. 26 pp.
A

Pre-6

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

Any Bear Can Wear Glasses is a delightful
book describing ten unique animals, most of
which are listed as either threatened or
endangered. The first entry begins with the
heading "Any bear can wear glasses . . . "
Under this heading are illustrations of four
different species of bears: the sloth bear, sun
bear, polar bear, and Asian black bear. Each
bear is wearing different kinds of glasses and
posing. For example, the sun bear is wearing sun
glasses and swimming trunks while playing in
the sand. On the next page the heading reads
"but there's only one spectacled bear." Below
this heading is an illustration of the spectacled
bear in its natural habitat and several paragraphs
about the bear. The text includes how the bear
got its name, where it lives, how the cubs are
born and raised, and why they are endangered.
The same format is followed for the frilled
lizard, ringtail cat, trumpeter swan, capped
langur, fiddler crab, snowshoe hare, flying fox,
fishing cat, marine iguana, and masked duck.
Thomas and Matthew Long are father and
son and first-time authors. Their writing is witty,
clear and accurate. Sylvia Long, Thomas' wife,
is an experienced illustrator of children's books.
She uses watercolors and ink to create bright,
captivating illustrations. A helpful feature is the
glossary found on the last two pages. The words
included in the glossary are italicized in the text.
Young children will appreciate the humorous
and colorful illustrations and the clever
headings. Older children can use the information
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for reports or to satisfy their own curiosity. All
ages will enjoy this book.

••••
Loria, Stefano. Picasso. illustrated by Simone
Boni and L.R. Galante. Peter Bedrick
Books, 1995. ISBN 0-872226-318-5. $19.95.
64 pp.
A

6-12

BI

Reviewed by Brian Christensen

Picasso, from the Masters of Art Series, is
an amazingly comprehensive and informative
chronological account of the artist's life and
historical context. Each two-page spread is an
illustrative outline of a period or style in
Picasso's life and career.
The social and artistic development of the
times are flavored by the clear, detailed, and
pertinent illustrations of Boni and Galante. The
illustrators capture panoramic interiors and
historical likenesses which give a feeling of time
and place, as does the text which manages to cut
to the essential core of a complex and
sometimes perplexing episode of art history.
Loria gives accurate and helpful descriptions
of Picasso's major styles and periods, relating
them to corresponding episodes in the artist's
social, political, and family life. One of the most
refreshing aspects of the book is that it treats all
aspects of Picasso's art with due attention, from
ceramics and lithography, which were important
mediums to Picasso, to cubism. The book would
be very helpful to junior high and high school
students learning and writing about the art of our
century. The layout, with its annotated
illustrations and photographs accompanying the
text, create an articulate historical picture on
each double page spread. A thorough index,
including key dates, where to see Picasso's work,
and a list of works included in the book,
completes a fascinating glimpse into a lifetime
of art.

••••

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Maestro, Betsy. Coming to America: The Story
of Immigration. lllustrated by Susannah
Ryan. Scholastic, 1996. ISBN 0-590-441515. $15.95. Unpaginated .
B+ K-2 NF PB

Reviewed by CameUa Talbot

Our country is peopled with immigrants.
Some of us got here sooner than others, but
every citizen of the United States is a
descendent of immigrants in some shape or
form. Maestro discusses the early years of
Native American immigration through the flux
of European immigrants through the present day.
Her book discusses the way immigrants have
historically been treated and the slaves who did
not choose to immigrate for themselves. Coming
to America focuses on the many differences of
so many cultures and why they all make our
country what it is.
Beautifully illustrated, Coming to America is
a celebration of variety. Maestro has carefully
included many periods of the history and
building of the United States. However, a lack
of detail leaves the reader with only a vague
impression of the difficulties and struggles, as
well as the joy and relief that immigrants faced
in their great adjustment to a new life. Tills
book is a good foundation for study about the
great periods of immigration our nation has
faced, but a thorough study would require more
comprehensive material.

••••
Mahy, Margaret. The Other Side of Silence.
Viking, 1995. 0-670-86455-2. $14.99. 170
pp.

*

6+

FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Hero's family is famous for their gifted and
articulate children. Each one excels at
something, except of course, Hero. Her claim to
fame is that she never talks. Not that she can't
talk, but that she doesn't except, rarely, to her
older brother. "All the same, even in the heart
of [her] silence, [she] was still a word child."
Her life is fllled with fantasy. With a "tree
or true life" and a "real life." The "tree life"
takes place next door in the tree tops of the
neighbor's tree filled yard. Real life is the rest.
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But then life becomes more complicated. Hero
begins to do yard work and house work for her
neighbor, Miss Credence, and Ginevra, her older
sister, comes home with her ex-boyfriend's
abandoned son, and no explanation. And older
brother, Athol is definitely up to something.
Mother is acting a little strange; life must adjust.
Hero ". .. suddenly ... [feels] [her]self beginning
to tum into something else." She discovers the
secrets of Miss Credence and her family
members.
Mahy has woven a magical and true tale-not real, but true. She writes with a real gift and
gives us almost magical phrases filled with
images. This is a story about problems, but it is
not a depressing or particularly sad story. It is
mostly about growing and accepting life as it is.

••••
Myers, Lynne Born and Christopher A. Myers.
Galdpagos: Islands of Change. Photographs
by Nathan Farb. Hyperion, 1995. ISBN 0(Trade)
0-7868-2061-6
7868-0074-7
(Library). $16.95. 48 pp.
B

5-9

NF

Reviewed by Lisa Baer

The Galapagos Islands are famous among
biologists for their unique flora and fauna.
Where else in the world can one fmd so many
types of reptiles and not a single amphibian?
Charles Darwin visited these islands only once,
but the observations he made induced theories
that would affect the scientific community for
generations. Galdpagos guides the reader
through the natural history of the Galapagos
Islands and at the same time explains the natural
forces that create change on the islands. Some of
these forces include plate tectonics, volcanic
activity, wind, ocean currents, evolution, and
man.
This book is loaded with interesting
information. It explains geological and biological
concepts like a text book and reads like a travel
guide. Along with the text, it provides 45
colored and captioned photographs of the islands
and their inhabitants, two maps, and four
drawings. Christopher and Lynne Myers are a
husband and wife team. Christopher teaches
evolutionary biology and ecology at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio, and Lynne writes

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol17/iss2/3

articles for travel magazines. They are very
knowledgeable concerning the geography,
geology and biology of the Galapagos. They
carefully explain that no one knows for certain
how the islands were created and populated, but
that scientists have agreed on theories that help
explain these occurrences. They cite scientific
observations that provide validity for the
theories that are mentioned. Galapagos is wellresearched, well-written, and nicely illustrated.

••••
Oliviero, Jamie. The Day Sun Was Stolen.
Illustrated by Sharon Hitchcock. Hyperion,
1995.
ISBN
0-7868-202-9.
$14.95.
Unpaginated .
A 2-6 NF PB Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

When Raven created the animals at the
beginning of the world, Bear ended up with a
furry coat that was so warm, he couldn't stand
the sun's heat. So Bear snatched the sun from
the sky and hid it in a cave. This Haida native
Indian story tells how the sun got back into the
sky. In addition, it explains why the bear
hibernates in the winter.
This selection can be included in school
units on Native American tribes and art.
Hitchcock uses bold colors and rigid lines in her
illustrations, capturing the spirit of the story.
Hitchcock was born in a Haida village on the
Queen Charlotte Islands and has studied and
exhibited her works on Haida art forms for
many years.

••••
Opie, Iona: Editor. My Very First Mother
Goose. Illustrated by Rosemary Wells.
Candlewick, 1996. ISBN 1-56402-620-5.
$19.99. 107 pp.
A Pre-2 PB Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Noted children's literature collector and
expert Iona Opie has brought together a
collection of more than sixty traditional nursery
rhymes, featuring the whimsical illustrations of
noted illustrator Rosemary Wells. Jack and Jill
bear a striking resemblance to the irresistible
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Max and Ruby, and readers familiar with Wells'
characters will fmd a host of friendly faces on
the pages of this collection. The selection of
rhymes range from the familiar "Jack be nimble"
and "Hey diddle, diddle" to the less well-known
"Mrs. Mason bought a basin" and "Warm hands,
warm."
With names like Opie and Wells associated
with this project, one would expect no less than
excellence and the book delivers. My Very First
Mother Goose rivals the highly-lauded Tomie de
Paola's Mother Goose (1985). The extra large
font and big 10" x 11 1/2" pages of the
Opie/Wells collaboration make it easy to share
the rhymes with a single child or with a group
of twenty children; however, its size and weight
may make it difficult for a toddler to hold the
book and manipulate the pages. Access to
individual nursery rhymes is facilitated by an
index of first lines. This collection is a "mustpurchase" item for public libraries, elementary
school media centers, and child day care
facilities. Many parents will want it in their
family library collection.

••••
Orie, Sandra De Coteau. Did You Hear Wind
Sing Your Name? lllustrated by Christopher
Canyon. Walker, 1995. ISBN 0-8027-83503. $14.95. Unpaginated.
A

K+

PT

PB Reviewed by Camella Talbot

Orie presents the song of Spring from the
American Indian Oneida tribe, and in the Oneida
language a song is to give thanks. This book
leads the reader to be grateful for the cycles of
life. The cycle of season is prevalent, but the
reader is also aware of the cycle of Brother Sun
to Grandmother Moon-day to night. The song
inspires thanks for the splendor of the creatures
and the surroundings that continue through this
cycle with us if we take the time to notice. It is
a song of the Oneida people that vocalizes their
respect for Spring.
Canyon's illustrations are breathtaking, full
of detail and emotion that when combined with
the text lead us to believe that it is Spring
already. Orie has also included an Author's note
that explains some of the symbolism and
references made in the Did You Hear Wind Sing

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

Your Name? This information is not imperative
to the song,
but it adds a layer of
understanding. A beautiful read-aloud, this book
can be enjoyed by all ages.

••••
Pope, Joyce. The Children's Atlas of Natural
Wonders. Millbrook Press, 1995. ISBN 156294-886-5. $19.40. 96 pp.

*

3-6

NF

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

Did you know Pamukkale is a river of hot
water that leaves a trail of rock wherever it
goes? Would you believe that the Great Barrier
Reef is not one reef, but more than 3,400? Did
you know that an island called Surtsey was born
on November 15, 1963? There are so many
natural wonders of the world that are unknown
to many people. The Children's Atlas of Natural
Wonders brings the reader to these amazing
places.
The Atlas of Natural Wonders is very
readable with lots of white space, great
photographs and drawings plus concise and
interesting text. Another great feature is the
"Where in the World" insert in which each
wonder is located on a regional map in addition
to a map of the world. The book is also
separated into sections by continents and polar
regions. The index and glossary are quite
comprehensive and accessible.
The Atlas of Natural Wonders is a must
have book for armchair explorers, researchers
and any reader who likes striking photographs
and interesting information from around the
world.

••••
Porterfield, Kay Marie. Straight Talk About
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. Fact On
File, 1996. ISBN 0-8160-3258-0. $16.95.
135 pp.
A

7-10

NF

Reviewed by Janet 0. Francis

PTS (post traumatic stress) disorders have
become trendy symptoms, much like PMS was
a few years ago, but in our present society,
stress is not a myth, and severe reactions to its
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effects do appear in children-the least able of
our citizens to deal with them
Porterfield's book, one of a series of
"Straight Talk" books, focuses on several causes
of post traumatic stress, including natural
disaster, delayed aftermath of war, sexual and
other abuse, and on the symptoms produced by
these events immediately or after some delay.
Sometimes the stress produced by an event in
the life of an adult, such as Carlos' father, a
Vietnam veteran, sets off a chain reaction
through the children in the family although they
did not experience the original stress.
The book offers factual definitions of
feelings and behavior that might be due to stress
trauma, case histories with varying degrees of
healing, and some suggested directions toward
help. It may not cure the victim, but friends ,
teachers, counselors, and parents can fmd the
information well-documented and useful. The
book includes a brief bibliography, several pages
of addresses under the title, "Where To Find
Help," and a detailed index.

••••
Sanfteld, Steve. Snow. lllustrateed by Jeanette
Winter. Philomel, 1995. ISBN 0-399-227512. $15.95. 29 pp.
A Pre-3 FI PB Reviewed by Rita Christensen

A child wakes up to new fallen snow and
discovers an enchanting world of curious sights,
sounds, and sensations. Sanfteld uses this youth
to take the reader knee-deep into a winter
wonderland. A concise poem graces each page
of his book. Individually, the poems have their
own allusions yet they are all sufficiently related
to create a story.
Likewise, the illustrations are kindred visual
poems expressed through a series of two-page
spreads tied together by color and borders.
Winter's painterly use of pinks, purples, blues,
and greens give the viewer a feeling of piercing
cold; while her portrayal of home, hearth,
animals, and nature is cozy and comforting.
Snow evokes memories of wintry seasons
past. The reader who is a stranger to snow will
desire to know this great white force. More
importantly, the book reminds us that change
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brings fresh, exciting rejuvenation to the earth
and our lives.

••••
Schneider, Howie. No Dogs Allowed. lllustrated
by Howie Schneider. Putnam's, 1995. ISBN
0-399-22612-5. $15.95. Unpaginated.
B 1 + FI PB Reviewed by Rachel L. Wadham

Schneider, artist of a nationally syndicated
comic strip, brings his talent to this lighthearted
tale of the Arbuckel family. While on vacation,
the family disguises their dog, Mercer, as a
mysterious Frenchman named Monsieur
D'Puppie, in order to stay at a hotel that does
not allow pets.
This book's original plot and comic sense is
sure to appeal to children's imaginations. The
uncomplicated story is pleasing, but does not
have much depth, little character development,
and it is not really plausible. The series of
happenings, although logical, are repeated
throughout the tale and unfortunately have no
climax or polished conclusion. Scattered through
the story are French phrases and sentences that
interrupt the flow and create a lack of clarity in
the narrative. The text is matched with detailed
cartoon-like illustrations in line ink, pencils and
pastels. Their bright colors and simple lines
complement the printed matter commendably.
Ultimately, however, the short-frame cartoon
style, with the illustrations used to tell some of
the story, does not lend itself well to the 32page picture-book format. If you are in a
carefree mood and want to enter a comic scene,
this is an excellent book to try, but don't expect
miracles.

••••
Seabrooke, Brenda. Looking for Diamonds.
Illustrated by Nancy Mantha. Cobblehill,
1995. ISBN 0-525-65173-X. $14.99.
Unpaginated.
A

Pre-3

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Amy loves visiting her grandparents out in
the country. She loves to sit by the fire, and she
always gets to sleep with grandmother, who has
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skin that is "smooth and sweet-smelling from the
talcum powder she shakes from a flowery can."
Every morning, she and Grandaddy go out
looking for diamonds-"that special moment
when the sun [catches] fire in a drop of water
and glitter[s] with color." In summer they look
for dew diamonds; in winter they look for frost
diamonds. And, after a rain they look for rain
diamonds. Amy and Grandaddy fmd many
wonderful things on their walk, but only see the
diamonds when they return home where
Grandmother's soapy dishwater is glistening on
the little bush where she has just emptied it after
breakfast dishes. "And as she and her
grandfather watched, the dishwater diamonds
shimmered and glowed, ruby, emerald, sapphire,
and topaz in the early morning sunlight."
What a lovely book! The text is a gentle
walk with memory and love, while the
illustrations sparkle with light and remembrance.
The pictures shimmer as Amy eats breakfast in
a glowing kitchen and walks through the
countryside to see Queen Anne's lace, a redwinged blackbird, a piece of quartz and the tiny
tracks of a mouse. Done in pastel colors, the
images will catch the reader's breath and bring
back the magic of a young world where
everything is new and a wonderful surprise.

••••

inhabitants. The index and glossary are assets
for researching. Any serious young scientist or
casual reader wanting to know how the star fish
uses its jelly belly should latch onto a copy.

••••
Silver, Norman. Cloud Nine. illustrated by Jan
Ormerod. Clarion, 1995. ISBN 0-395-735459. $15.95. Unpaginated.
B

Pre-2

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli

Armstrong's house is too noisy, what with
Mom vacuuming, Dad shouting at the dog, and
the baby banging pot lids. Armstrong can't seem
to get out of the way, and soon he is sent
outside to build something. He builds an escape
route right up to the sky, climbs on the ninth
cloud he sees, and has adventures with the wind.
But his parents want him back, so he fmally
goes home, deciding it was much too quiet on
Cloud Nine.
This is a dependable little book, good for
read-alouds and just paging through the pictures.
In fact, the best thing about the book is
Ormerod's illustrations. They give readers a
sense of a lively, busy house and a little boy's
wonderful fantasy-all coming to a satisfying
conclusion.

••••

Shahan, Sherry. Barnacles Eat With Their Feet:
Delicious Facts About the Tide Pool Food
Chain. Photographs by Sherry Shahan.
Millbrook Press, 1996. ISBN 1-56294-922-5
$15.40. 32 pp.

Silverstein, Shel. Falling Up. illustrated by Shel
Silverstein. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN 0-06024803-3. $16.89. 171 pp.

* 4-6 NF

A+

Reviewed by Marlene Mabey

How much do you know about a tunicate, a
tube building worm or a chiton? What about an
ordinary sea star or hermit crab? No matter what
one's knowledge of tide pool creatures, the
reader is sure to pick up an intriguing tidbit or
two from Barnacles Eat With Their Feet. Shahan
has used marvelous close-up photographs of the
tide pool inhabitants. The photos are the
principle feature of each page, supported by an
enjoyable and readable text packed with
delicious facts.
Barnacles is a great resource for those
searching for information about tide pool

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

3+

PT

Reviewed by CameUa Talbot

A poem collection in true Silverstein style,
Falling Up covers a diverse spectrum of topics.
It's fllled to the brim with funny, witty, creative
poetry complete with attention-seeking drawings.
When a picture disappears down the side of a
page, you never know what you will find on the
other side. The evils of complaining, sibling
rivalry, curiosity, bossiness, and more are seen
from a very different perspective in poems with
characters ranging from monsters to monkeys.
Completely unrelated, these poems become
united because of this unique perspective.
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necessary to further test atomic bombs to study
their impact on animals and plants. The peaceful
lagoon of Bikini Atoll is the site chosen. The
villagers who have inhabited the land for
generations will simply have to be relocated.
The people are told the situation is temporary;
they may return in two years. However, Sorry
Rinamu feels that information is a lie. He
determines he must carry out a plan to stop the
bombing and destruction of the lagoon.
Although the book is fiction, the historical
events mentioned are factual and accurate.
Taylor includes a factual epilogue detailing the
actual events which took place in the Bikini
lagoon. He also adds his notes, having served as
a deck officer aboard the ship involved in
dragging the Bikini lagoon for coral heads. He
walked around the island after the removal of
the islanders and found a soiled rag doll which
becomes part of the story. Taylor also worked
with experts on the native language and
research. The characters are well developed and
believable. The story is exciting; the ending is
especially powerful. The book won the 1996
Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction; it is
well deserving.

••••

Shel Silverstein

Teague, Mark. How I Spent My Summer
Vacation. lllustrated by Mark Teague.
Crown, 1995. ISBN 517-59999-6. $17.99.
Unpaginated.
© 1996 Shel Silverstein; jacket photo by Larry Moyer

A

This collection is perfect for the poetryreluctant reader. Certainly a laugh-aloud, Falling
Up is also at times uncannily wise; humor
sometimes has that special knack of telling the
truth. This book makes a fun read-aloud for the
classroom or the home.

Wallace Bleff has a summer report to beat
all. He took a train west to visit Aunt Fern, but .
was captured by cowboys and turned into a
wrangler until the roundup was over-learning
new cowboy tricks, such as roping, riding, and
making fire with sticks along the way. Then,
when the cattle threatened to stampede right
over the barbecue, Wallace saved the day with
a red table cloth and some smooth matador
moves. Now he can hardly wait for show-andtell!
A wonderful book-witty and clever with a
grand sense of fun and pictures to match. From
the longhorn steer looking over Wallace's
shoulder, to the bucking bronco ride, to Aunt
Fern kicking up her heels at the barbecue, this

••••
Taylor, Theodore. The Bomb. Harcourt Brace,
1995. ISBN 0-15-200867-5. $15.00. 195 pp.

*

5-8

FI

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

A year after dropping atomic bombs in
Japan, the U.S. government determines it is
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K-3

PB

Reviewed by Jan Staheli
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book provides a rollicking good time to readers
one and all.

••••

ideal, the people tried to live normal lives.
Lillian "Anne" Yamauchi Hori's third grade class
at Topaz, Utah, kept a class journal. Twenty
journal entries from the journal coupled with
explanations about camp life and conditions
comprise the book. Photographs enhance the
narrative. Touching personal stories are included.
The book is a must for every school library.
It explains a little known, but sad part of
American history, as well as exposing world
history students to insight on the human
suffering in America produced by World War II.
It is easy to read; the language is simple but
descriptive. The reader feels the injustice shown
to Japanese Americans yet is amazed at their
allegiance to the country. The references and
reading list at the end of the book are helpful.
The book is extremely well done by authors are
who are also professors at Brigham Young
University.

••••

Voigt, Cynthia. Bad Girls. Scholastic, 1996.
ISBN 0-590-60134-2. $17.00. 277 pp.
B+

From The Children of Topaz p. 14.
permission of Utah Historical Society.

Reproduced with

Tunnell, Michael 0. and George W. Chilcoat.
The Children of Topaz: Story of a JapaneseAmerican Internment Camp. Holiday House,
1996. ISBN 0-8234-1239-3. $16.95. 74 pp.

*

3-8

NF

Reviewed by Nancy C. Evensen

The bombing of Pearl Harbor brought
injustice and prejudice towards Japanese
Americans. When the loyalty of these people
was questioned, the government sent thousands
of Japanese-Americans to internment camps.
Although conditions in the camp were less than

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1996

5-8

FI

Reviewed by Tom Wright

Margalo Epps and Mickey Eisinger forge an
unlikely friendship as new students in the fifth
grade. They share the same initials but not much
else emotionally or physically. Both envision
themselves as "bad girls" in an effort to achieve
some measure of independence and notoriety in
an environment that presses them to conform in
many ways. This "badness" takes the form of
punching out the class bully, spreading rumors
about their teacher, and, in the piece de
resistance, stuffing an adversary's lunchbag with
smelly road-kill!
Mickey is straight-up, in your face,
aggressive and physically tough. Margalo prefers
the behind the scene approach, appearing meek
and demure but able to connive and manipulate
class opinion with the best of them. These
contrasting characteristics make for an
interesting friendship and some exciting times in
class.
Voigt presents this story in a rather unique
manner, alternating voices between paragraphs.
The reader, once accustomed to the style,
appreciates the opportunity to explore the
contrasting feelings and reactions of these two
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characters to the same events and to each other.
A bit lighter than other Voigt books, Bad Girls
offers the natural humor of a fifth grade class
and the poignancy in the struggle to belong.

••••

the coach with extra laps, etc. If you are not
bothered by that, it is a well-written, well-worthreading book!

••••

Weaver, Will. Farm Team. HarperCollins, 1995.
ISBN 0-060-23588-8. $14.89. 283 pp.

Weeks, Sarah. Noodles. lllustrated by David A.
Carter. HarperCollins, 1996. ISBN 0-69400842-7. $15.95. 18 pp.

A

A

6+

F1

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Farm Team continues the story of Billy
Baggs from Striking Out. Billy's family runs a
small dairy farm around the end of the 1960's in
a small Minnesota community. The family farm
life in this story is not glossed over with any
romanticism, rather it is depicted with all the
characteristic harshness and grueling hard work.
Baseball plays a starring role in the story. Billy
is a diamond in the rough, and the coach is a
friend and facilitator. Within this traditional
framework, Weaver tells an engrossing story of
justice and injustice, growth, and initiation into
the adult world. Billy's father, after failing to
win a suit against a dishonest used car dealer,
decides to take justice into his own hands and
demolishes the cars and building of the
dealership. He pays by going to jail for three
months and paying a $6000 fme (which he
fmally dumps in dimes on the lot.)
All this means that Billy will have to run
the farm single-handedly all summer. Billy's
mom suggests they have a baseball evening
every Friday for the farmers and anyone who
wants to come. After distributing fliers, they
make a baseball diamond and wait. The first
Friday a few friends and a Mexican family who
are making their way upstate to a job join them.
The next week they are joined by an intellectualtype city kid who is vacationing at a nearby
resort. He has a flare for team management and
eventually becomes their coach when they
challenge the town team to a game. The
Mexican boys can practice year round at home
so are very accomplished, and the city kid works
hard both physically and mentally. The sheriff
even brings Dad to see the big game.
Mixed in with the humor and the growth are
some very normal, very "teen-age boy" crude
gestures, and also some profanity. The
references are controlled and responded to by
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K-8

F1

PB Reviewed by Rita Christensen

A noodle circus comes to town in Noodles,
a pop-up book in which a medley of noodles
perform show acts and feats of daring. This
"enriched pop-up product" has the usual popups, as well as a fmger wheel and pull tabs to
surprise the audience. The story and illustrations
are amusing and inventive, even irreverent!
What would Italians think of a gemelli noodle
doing the hula, or gnocchi jumping off buildings
into a pasta sauce?
With the changing American palate-from
meat and potatoes to pasta, grains, etc.-the
arrival of this book is timely. It introduces
children (and adults) to unfamiliar varieties of
pasta. An illustrated pronunciation guide is
included.
Not a recommended library book, it will not
survive one check-out. Do use it in a classroom
or home setting. Elementary and junior high
school children will fmd it entertaining and
educational.
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Reviewed by Tom Wright

A Passager is a falcon caught in the wild
and trained by the falconer, but not yet a mature
bird. It is also a metaphor for the main character
as Yolen acquaints us with this and other Middle
Age terms of hawking while weaving a tale
about an abandoned boy who turns out to be the
famous Merlin. She recreates the Merlin
mythology in an eclectic manner and roots it in
the medieval practice of abandoning children in
the woods, "aliena misericordia," or left to the
kindness of strangers.
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Yolen fans must await the other two parts of
the trilogy. In view of the length of this work,
many readers will wish that the whole story was
in one volume.
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Reviewed by Tom Wright

Young Jackson and Alma race to fmd
answers to the Doom Stone riddle while
Jackson's aunt fights for control of her mind
after being bitten by "Skull Face," the grotesque
half-human monster that has been stalking
Stonehenge and vicinity.
Jackson Cawley enters into a fast-paced
adventure that has all the elements of a madefor-television movie. As a matter of fact, don't
be surprised if this doesn't show up in such a
format. Just look at these ingredients:

© 1996 Bcyan Leister

As this "wild boy" emerges from the dark
woods to be "tamed" and reacquainted with
human ways, the reader senses something
extraordinary about him and Yolen ties his
wildness, the falconer, and the name Merlin
together.
The writing is simple, yet captivating. The
reader senses the boy's isolation, his struggle to
survive, and his flashes of familiarity with a
human world to which he must return. The
process of "reclaiming" the boy from the wild is
perhaps the most readable portion of this short
work. The first offering in a trilogy, it ends as
the boy begins to reacquire language. He is
startled as he hears his master call his falcon. In
a flood of memory he realizes it is also his
name-Merlin.
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1. A teenage boy in a foreign country,
2. An aunt who is a world renowned
anthropologist,
3. A teenage girl who happens to live in a
crematorium,
4. The British special operations team-top
secret stuff!
5. Ancient cathedrals containing keys to
ancient legends,
6. A full moon.

Zindel displays his talents as a screenwriter
in putting together this thriller. Its Stonehenge
setting builds on the mystery of those ancient
monoliths and unfolds a terrifying tale of
mutation, monsters, legend, and a good bit of
violence. There are few words wasted as each
chapter ends, teetering on resolution that is
offered in subsequent pages. A page-turner
indeed, adults who recommend books to young
people should be advised that some of the
violence is graphic, including a decapitation. It
has all the makings of a movie.
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